PBA boss says rescue workers need aid now

he scientific debate over whether
there’s a direct “causative” link be-
tween having worked in the rescue-
and-recovery effort in the months after
9/11 and the illnesses and deaths that
have afflicted many who did can, in it-
self, be a deadly sideshow
By all means, let the diglogue and sci-
entificinguiries continue — by most esti-
mates, it could be 20 years before we
know the answers. But, in the mean-
time, we should proceed as if working at
the Ground Zero site, the Staten Island
landfill and the morgue was dangerous
to all who experienced ift. The duties at
these sites were certainly sickening to
many and — as is

er found “with a reasonable degree of
medical certainty” that the death was
“direcily related tothe 9/11 incident.”

“[ cannot personally understand that
anyone could see what I saw in the

lungs and know that th& pérson was ex-

posed to Ground Zero:and not make the
same lnk I wade,” said Dr. Gerard
Breton, who performed the autopsy.
And Zadroga is just one of many po-
tential victims. Obviously, we can't af-
ford to wait for a lengthy scientific inves-
tigation before implementing measures
to protect these and other potential vic-
tims. Officials need to:
| Appoint 4 czar to overseg all existing
programs address-

becoming incréas-
ingly evident — fa-
tal for an untoeld
and rising number.

Scientific answers may
take years. We can’t wait.

ing 9/11 health is-
sues.

The appoint-
ment in February

‘The only sensi-
bieand hurnane thing todo is to act deci-
sively according to those assumptions.
While we waste time arguing the fine
points, police officers.and other respond-
ers are suffering serious illnesses and
losing their lives because of their self-
less devotion in the wake of the most
deadly enemy attack on American soil.

The miost recent example attracting
widespread atfention is the case of
J-year-old NYPD Detective James
Zadroga, who died ¢n-Jan. § of respirato-
vy failure-and whose autopsy report by
the Ocean County, N.J., medical éxamin-

of a coordinator to
oversee the federal response to these
health impacts doesn’t go. far enough
Since the World Trade Center attacks,
hundreds of millions of dollars in feder-
al and private funds have been ear-
marked to deal with the problem, but
while these funds are administered by
well-intentiotied professionals, appoint-
ing a completely independent medical
professional with broad powers as over-
geer of all these sources would meas
more efficient coordination and would
reduce redundancies, freeing up re
sources.

8 With extra resources, provide more
expansive and sffective monitoring and
diagnostic procedures. The blood
screenings, standard blood-pressure
readings and other methods currently
being employed are inadequate diagnos-

* He tools in this age of advanced medical

technologies and in the wake of so
unique an event as 9/11.

¥ Do g better job of disseminating infor-
mation gathered by the various pro-
grams dealing with these health issues.
Reams of paper have been filied out by
tesponders detafling symptoms and #i-
nesses, but very little of a comprehen-
sive nature bas been published, Share
the information with all those who may
be affected, not to create panic but to
save lives.

¥ Provide the best treatiment available
for those who-have become ill,

All costs for these measures should be
borne by the public and the private see-
tors and through charitable finds set up
for9/11, not by the modestly comnpensat-
ed police officers, firetighters and other
responders now suffering for thelr aliru-
istic dedication at Ground Zero.

We cannot wait for avother first re-
sponder to die before something is
done. These measures must be imple-
mented immediately. It's a matter of life
and death.

Lynch is president of the Patrolmen’s
Benevolent Association.



